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Aloha and welcome to our training on CACFP Nationwide Waivers! As we continue to deal with the effects of the pandemic and continuously adjust to the new normal, we wanted to take some time today to discuss the currently effective nationwide waivers as they pertain to CACFP.We understand that keeping up-to-date with the many changes brought down by the USDA can be challenging, and although we always send out the appropriate USDA memos to you all,we also understand that sometimes a simple, clear explanation of exactly what these waivers mean is necessary.So for this presentation, we will go over the pertinent current waivers for your benefit.



Current Waivers

 At-risk Afterschool Area Eligibility Waiver

 Non-Congregate Feeding

 Meal Service Times

 Meal Pattern Flexibility 

 Parent/Guardian Meal Pick Up

If electing, MUST let HCNP know!
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Presentation Notes
Here is a list of current waivers that are available for CACFP sponsors nationwide after approval by HCNP. Read slide.Each of these waivers expire June 30, 2022.   We will go through details on each of these waivers on the following slides. 



At-Risk Afterschool Area 
Eligibility

Allows afterschool care centers, regardless 
of location, to serve at-risk afterschool meals 
and snacks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read slide. This waiver allows all afterschool care centers to be eligible to participate in At-Risk Afterschool meals.   Typically, an afterschool program must qualify based on a free/reduced price population of at least 50% based on the area they are located; however, this waiver essentially removes that requirement, meaning ALL afterschool programs may participate.  We know that many of you are already taking advantage of this waiver, and as mentioned earlier, it is effective July 1, 2021 thru June 30, 2022.  



Non-Congregate Feeding 

 Allows meals to be provided outside of congregate 
feeding setting
 Can be picked up at a designated site or delivered to 

homes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Non-Congregate Feeding waiver allows you to provide meals to participants outside of the congregate feeding setting.  Meals and snacks can be picked up to be eaten at an alternate location or even delivered to the participant’s home.  This waiver helps to stop gatherings with the intent to limit potential COVID-19 exposure. 



 Allows meals to be served outside of standard 
meal times 

Meal Service Times

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Meal Service Time waiver allows meals to be served outside of standard meal times.  This is again intended to help reduce potential spread of COVID 19 and allows for an ease in operation for participating CACFP organizations. 



 Waives requirement to serve meals that meet the meal 
pattern requirements

 Milk
Unflavored low-fat milk

 Grains
One serving WGR per day
Ounce Equivalent crediting

 Must provide sufficient reasoning 

Meal Pattern Flexibility
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This waiver allows CACFP operators to be flexible with the following meal pattern requirements:If you are unable to procure unflavored low-fat milk due to supply chain shortages, you may serve flavored 1% milkIf you are unable to procure whole-grain rich products, you may serve exclusively enriched grain productsIf you are unable to convert to using ounce equivalents by October 1, you may continue crediting the previous wayIMPORTANT: in addition to letting HCNP know that you intend to utilize this waiver, you MUST provide sufficient reasoning as to why you are electing to be flexible with these requirements.Simply stating that you do not want to switch to ounce equivalents, for example, is not a valid reason.  We understand that supply chain shortages due to the pandemic have made productavailability difficult – therefore, if you have difficulty obtaining WGR products or unflavored low-fat milk, please let us know and we can work with you to determine if this waiver is appropriate. 



Supply Chain Issues

 Product shortages nationwide

 https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-
files/SP22_CACFP17_SFSP10os.pdf

 https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-
files/sp23-cacfp18-2021.pdf

 Your Organization???

Presenter
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Before moving on to the next waiver, we just wanted to discuss the current supply chain issues affecting the country, which are causing product shortages and affecting CACFP operators nationwide. The first link on this slide, CACFP 17-2021, is a Q&A memo about current nationwide waivers in child nutrition programs.  Specifically, Question #25 addresses the meal pattern flexibilities discussed on the previous slide, and whether each of these three flexibilities are allowed to be utilized on their own, or if all three must be utilized.  Again, as with all of the nationwide waivers we are discussing today, you MUST inform HCNP of your intent to utilize any or all of them AND provide sufficient justification as to why.  For example, supply chain issues may be impacting milk availability, and for those of you who are allowed to serve flavored, fat-free milk, you or your vendor my theoretically be unable to obtain that item.  This waiver, with sufficient justification from you, can then be utilized to allow for the serving of flavored, low-fat (i.e. 1% fat) milk.  If this were to happen, you would not have to also implement the other meal pattern flexibilities unless you had justification for needing to as well.  The link to the second policy memo, CACFP 18-2021, which was just released on Friday, October 15, is another Q&A memo regarding emergency procurement do’s and don’t’s.  I encourage you to read this memo as well, particularly if you are experiencing supply chain issues and product availability, as it contains excellent information regarding what is allowable and unallowable in terms of emergency procurement specifically regarding supply chain issues. So now we would like to briefly open it up to you all to share with us if your organization has been affected by these supply chain issues or if you have any questions!

https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/SP22_CACFP17_SFSP10os.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/sp23-cacfp18-2021.pdf


Allows parent or guardian to pick up 
meals for children
Plan to ensure accountability and program 

integrity is required

Parent/Guardian Meal Pick Up
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Read slide. Note – you MUST provide HCNP with your plan for how meal counting will be implemented to ensure only eligible participants are receiving snacks and/or meals. 



Recap

 Remember: you MUST let HCNP know of your intent to utilize any 
of the nationwide waivers

 Each of these waivers are in effect through June 30, 2022

 You may initiate any of the waivers at any point during the year
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Read slide.



Resources

 Area Eligibility Waiver: 
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-93.pdf

 Non-Congregate Waiver:
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-
87.pdf

 Meal Service Times:
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-88.pdf

 Meal Pattern Flexibility:
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-91.pdf

 Parent/Guardian Pick-Up:
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-
89.pdf
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Presentation Notes
This slide contains the links to each of the nationwide waiver policy memos, which were also emailed to you by our office when they were first released.

https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-93.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-87.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-88.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-91.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/covid-19-child-nutrition-response-89.pdf


 https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-
files/SP15_CACFP13_SFSP08-2021os.pdf

 https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-
files/SP22_CACFP17_SFSP10os.pdf#page=9

Resources
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A couple more resources – USDA Policy Memo’s with Questions & Answers regarding the CACFP Nationwide Waivers and their proper utilization. 

https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/SP15_CACFP13_SFSP08-2021os.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/SP22_CACFP17_SFSP10os.pdf#page=9


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, 
color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency 
(State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have 
speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete 
the https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-
0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, (AD-3027) found online at: https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-
file-a-program-discrimination-complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to 
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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Questions?
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