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Presentation Notes
Hello and welcome to our webinar, “Community Eligibility Provision: Timeline and Priorities for School Year 2017-2018.”

My name is Heather Hopwood and I am with the USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service. I work on the team responsible for implementing CEP at the national level. I’m joined today by my FNS colleagues, Madeline Becker and Debra Utting. 

Thank you all for taking time out of your busy scheduled to join us today.



Today’s Agenda 

• CEP Overview 
• CEP Timeline 
• Priorities for SY 17-18 
• FNS Resources 
• Questions and Answers 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ll begin today’s presentation by giving an overview of CEP and our recent implementation progress. Then, Madeline will provide an overview of key dates for State agencies and school districts interested in or currently operating CEP. After that, Debra will highlight new priorities for CEP for the upcoming school year. Debra will also highlight FNS CEP Resources available on our website.

We’ll also save some time at the end of the webinar to answer your questions.





Submit Your Questions! 

• Submit your 
questions using the 
“Comment” feature 
on the left side of 
your screen 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
On that note, one housekeeping item: you can submit questions at any time during today’s presentation by using the “Comment” feature on the left hand side of your screen. We’ll be watching the questions as they come in throughout the presentation, and will answer as many as we have time for at the end of the presentation. The questions will only be visible to the presenters, with the exception of questions you submit, which you will be able to view on your own screen.



CEP Overview 

• Established by the Healthy, 
Hunger-Free Kids Act  

• Allows low-income schools 
to offer meals to all students 
at no cost, without the need 
to collect applications 

• Reduces the paperwork 
burden for families and 
schools 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now, we’ll dive into the first topic of today’s webinar by giving an introduction to CEP. Many of you are already CEP experts, but for the benefit of those who may be new, we will provide a brief refresher. 

The Community Eligibility Provision, or CEP, was established by Congress as part of the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. CEP aims to improve access to the school meal programs among low-income children by offering breakfast and lunch at no charge to all students, without the need to process or collect individual meal applications. This results in less paperwork and lower administrative costs for schools, and reduces the burden for families who no longer need to submit an application for their child to receive free meals.




CEP Eligibility 

• Schools districts, groups of 
schools, and individual schools 
may participate 

• Eligibility is based on the 
percentage of identified 
students enrolled 

• The identified student 
percentage must be at least 
40% for the entity to participate 
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• Children who 
participate in SNAP, 
TANF, or FDPIR 

• Homeless, runaway, 
migrant, or foster 
children 

 

# Identified Students 
Total #Enrolled Students X   100 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CEP allows high-need school districts, groups of schools, and individual schools participating in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast programs to offer meals at no cost to all enrolled students for up to four years at a time. Eligibility for the provision at any level is based on the percentage of identified students who are enrolled.

Identified students are children who are directly certified or categorically eligible for free meals because they participate in another Federal assistance program. So CEP represents a government efficiency by taking advantage of direct certification data. By taking advantage of income data collected by other assistance programs that students’ families are participating in, like SNAP and TANF, which have already checked household income, it removes the burden for schools to check income again.

The identified student percentage, or ISP, must be at least 40% in order for a school, group of schools, or school district to participate in CEP. This percentage is calculated by dividing the number of identified students by the number of enrolled students, and multiplying by 100. The ISP is multiplied by a factor of 1.6 to determine the total percentage of meals reimbursed at the Federal FREE rate, which means the financial viability of CEP increases as the identified student number increases.




CEP Timeline 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now, I’ll hand it over to Madeline, who will provide an overview of key dates for CEP participation.



Annual Data Matching 

• All LEAs operating a special 
Provision must conduct  
data matching between 
SNAP and student 
enrollment records at least 
once annually 

• More frequent matches are 
encouraged 
 

Citation: 7 CFR 245.6(b)(1)(v) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thanks for the introduction, Heather!

The first requirement we’ll mention is the annual data match.

As of the current school year, LEAs operating CEP are required to conduct a data match between the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, and student enrollment records at least once annually. This requirement was established through publication of the CEP Final Rule in July 2016. 

This change allows LEAs to take advantage of increases in the identified student percentage, or ISP, during a CEP cycle, and allows LEAs to plan to adjust in upcoming school years if the ISP is trending down. For example, if an LEA participating district-wide in the third year of a CEP cycle finds its district-wide ISP has decreased, the LEA could begin looking into different grouping options for higher-need schools, and switch from a district-wide to a group election at the end of the current CEP cycle.

State agencies are permitted to conduct SNAP data matching on behalf of LEAs, and exempt LEAs from the requirement.




April 1 Data 

• The ISP must be 
established based on 
data as of April 1 of 
the school year prior 
to CEP election 
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Citation: 7 CFR  245.9(f)(3)(i) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FNS recommends timing a data match to coincide with April 1. While direct certification matches may occur more than once per year, data reflective of April 1 must be used to determine the ISP, so at least one data match must occur around this date. Using the phrase “as of,” as noted on the slide, ensures identified student data generally reflects April 1, but can also accommodate variation in State direct certification systems. For example, if a State conducts direct certification monthly on the fifth of each month, the State may use data from April 5 to generate the ISP.

The April 1 requirement is a statutory requirement established by Congress in the National School Lunch Act. The ISP is the basis for Federal reimbursement for an entire four-year CEP cycle, so it is important that the ISP accurately reflects the student population at participating schools.



Notification Requirements: 
State Agency Role 

• By APRIL 15, States notify LEAs of their district-
wide CEP eligibility 

• Notification must include:  
– Eligible Districts (ISP > 40 percent) 

– Near-Eligible Districts (40 percent > ISP > 30 percent) 

– Districts Eligible for a “Grace Year” (40 percent > 
ISP > 30 percent in the fourth year of the CEP cycle) 

– Currently Participating Districts 

 
Citation: 7 CFR  245.9(f)(6) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next, we’ll discuss the annual notification requirements for State agencies.

Each year, State agencies must notify LEAs of their district-wide eligibility for CEP and provide the procedures for interested and eligible LEAs to participate by April 15. The State agency must notify:
Eligible districts
Near-eligible districts
Districts eligible for a “Grace Year”
AND Currently participating districts

State agencies must also inform eligible LEAs how to elect CEP and provide guidance on the process. State agencies may use ISP data (for participating LEAs) and are also permitted to use the number of directly certified students as “proxy” data to fulfill notification and publication requirements. Because proxy data includes only a subset of identified students, “proxy data” may NOT be used to elect CEP.




Notification Requirements:  
Local Education Agency Role 

• By APRIL 15, LEAs provide school-level CEP 
eligibility information to States 

• Notification must include:  
– Eligible Schools (ISP > 40 percent) 
– Near-Eligible Schools (40 percent > ISP > 30 

percent) 
– Schools Eligible for a “Grace Year” (40 percent > 

ISP > 30 percent in the fourth year of the CEP cycle) 

– Currently Participating Schools 
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Citation: 7 CFR  245.9(f)(5) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
State agencies must also collect school-level information on an annual basis. By April 15 of each year, LEAs must provide school-level eligibility information to their respective States. The notification must include:
Eligible schools
Near-eligible schools
Schools eligible for a “Grace Year”
AND Currently participating schools

LEAs may share the required information with the State prior to the April 15 deadline. State agencies with access to school-level eligibility information may exempt LEAs from this requirement. And, as with the district-wide notification, “proxy data” may be used to fulfill the school-level requirement, but may not be used as the basis for a school’s ISP or claiming percentages.



Publication Requirements: 
State Agency Role 

• By MAY 1, State 
agencies must publish 
eligibility lists on the 
State agency website 

• States must submit link to 
FNS via email 
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Citation: 7 CFR 245.9(f)(7)(iii) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next key date is May 1. By this date each year, State agencies must post lists of eligible and near eligible LEAs and schools on their respective State agency websites. As a reminder, eligible LEAs and schools have an ISP of 40 percent or greater, and near-eligible LEAs and schools have an ISP between 30 and 40 percent. State agencies are required to maintain eligibility lists on their website until the following May 1, when new eligibility lists are published. 

States must also provide FNS the link to these lists by May 1. This information is posted on the FNS website, along with a map that links to State-specific information where interested stakeholders can learn more. 




CEP Resource Center Screenshot 

Learn More 
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Learn More!  
Webinar: Notification and 
Publication Requirements 

 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-

meals/community-eligibility-
provision-resource-center 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can learn more about the annual notification and publication requirements by viewing a webinar we hosted just over a year ago. The webinar, which may be found in the CEP Resource Center, provides an in-depth overview on the requirements and a step-by-step guide to filling out the data template. This slide shows a screen shot of the CEP Resource Center, so you’ll know just where to find the right link!



Election Deadline 

• By JUNE 30, eligible 
LEAs must decide 
whether to elect CEP 

• If electing, LEAs must 
submit required 
documentation to the 
State agency 
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Citation: 7 CFR 245.9(f)(4)(i) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[MADDY]

Another key date for interested and eligible LEAs is the CEP election deadline. By June 30, LEAs must notify the State agency of their intent to elect CEP. If electing, the LEA must also submit ISP data representative of April 1 no later than June 30. The election deadline is established in Section 11 of the National School Lunch Act.

In the past, FNS has published guidance extending CEP elections beyond this deadline. The extensions were offered as flexibilities to facilitate the initial implementation of CEP. However, because the June 30 deadline is required by statute, and because State and local officials now have a better understanding of the provision and its requirements, FNS does not plan to extend the election deadline beyond June 30 this year.



CEP Timeline Summary 
Date Requirement 

April 15 

• State agencies notify LEAs of district-wide eligibility status 
and provide guidance and information.   

• LEAs submit school-level eligibility information to State 
agency. State agencies may exempt LEAs from this 
requirement if the State agency has direct access to school-
level data. 

May 1 
• State agencies post the LEA district-wide and school-level lists 

on their website and send the link to FNS. 

June 30 

• Interested and eligible LEAs notify their State agency of their 
intent to participate under CEP. 

• LEAs planning to participate in CEP the following school year 
submit to the State agency identified student and total 
enrollment data that reflects April 1. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide includes an overview of the key dates we’ve just discussed. In summary: 
By April 15, States must notify LEAs of district-wide eligibility status, and LEAs must submit school-level eligibility information to the State agency.
By May 1, States must post the notification information on their website, and share the link with FNS.
And, by June 30, interested and eligible LEAs must notify their State agency of their intent to participate in CEP, and submit the required documentation.




CEP Priorities for SY 17-18 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now, Debra will provide an overview of the priorities for CEP in the upcoming school year.



Using Data 

• Improve communication 
to highly-eligible LEAs 
and schools 

• Assist with CEP 
implementation 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thanks, Maddy!

We’ll start by highlighting how the April data we just discussed can be used to improve communication with eligible schools and districts. Learning where highly-eligible schools and districts are located can help State agencies and other partners target communication to the schools that will benefit most from electing. Once eligible schools are identified, States and other partners can assist with implementation by answering questions and providing technical assistance. 

Information about schools and districts already electing can also be helpful. Stakeholders can identify schools and school officials already operating CEP with success. These schools can be great resources for eligible schools that aren’t yet electing, as they can answer questions about CEP operations and implementation. 

If you’re interested in learning more about these topics, we encourage you to check out our 2016 webinar series, which can be found in the CEP Resource Center.



Outreach to Rural Schools 

• FNS is working to 
address barriers for 
rural schools 

• Submit your “Rural 
Success Stories” 
using the “Comment” 
feature! 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As in previous years, FNS will focus our CEP technical assistance efforts on highly-eligible LEAs and schools. However, in 2017, we’ve added a special focus on rural schools. We plan to work closely with our Regional offices and State and local partners to provide technical assistance to address the unique barriers facing rural communities.

We are also interested in hearing about your successes in rural areas. If you have any tips or strategies that have worked well for rural schools in your State, please share them using the “Comment” feature on the left hand side of your screen. In addition, if you represent a rural school or district that has successfully elected CEP, or you represent a rural school or district considering CEP, please let us know.



Transfer of  Eligibility 

• Students must receive meals at no cost for up 
to 10 operating days when transferring from a 
Provision school to a non-Provision school in 
the same LEA* during the school year 

• State agencies have discretion to extend this 
access to up to 30 operating days 

 

*By July 1, 2019, this requirement is extended  
to all similar transfers between LEAs 

Citation: 7 CFR 245.9(l) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another priority for FNS is ensuring children who transition from a CEP school during the school year continue to have access to healthy meals as they adjust to their new school. New requirements in this area were established through publication of the CEP Final Rule. Part of the reason we made this change was because of the comments we received from State agencies and advocates recommending greater protection for students from low-income families who transfer from CEP schools, as these families may not know they need to complete an application for their child to receive meal benefits. 

As of the this school year, if a student transfers to a non-Provision school within the same LEA during the school year, the receiving school must provide the student with meals at no cost for up to 10 operating days or until a new eligibility determination is made, whichever comes first. Beginning July 1, 2019, this requirement will also apply to transfers between LEAs. In addition, at the State agency’s discretion, receiving LEAs may provide the transfer students meals at no cost for up to 30 operating days, rather than 10 operating days.



Carryover of  Eligibility 

• State agencies have discretion to allow LEAs 
to provide up to 30 operating days of meals at 
no cost to students who attended any 
Provision school during the prior school year 

• May include carryover eligibility for schools in 
the same LEA and between LEAs 

 

Citation: 7 CFR  245.6(c)(2) and 245.9(l) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also encourage State agencies to prevent a gap in meal benefits for low-income students transitioning from a CEP school to a standard counting and claiming schools  between school years. Examples include situations where an elementary school student transitions to a new building for middle school, or situations where a student transitions to a new school due to a move between school years.

At the discretion of the State agency, LEAs receiving students from a Provision school may offer free reimbursable meals for up to 30 operating days or until a new eligibility determination is made in the new school year, whichever comes first. These meals may be claimed at the Federal “free” rate. 



FNS Resources 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now, I will take a moment to highlight a few resources available to facilitate CEP outreach and implementation.



USDA-FNS Resources 

• CEP Resource Center: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/
school-
meals/community-
eligibility-provision-
resource-center  

• School Programs Policy: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/
nslp/policy/all  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First, we encourage everyone to visit the Resource Center, a CEP-specific webpage on the USDA website that features policy guidance, webinar recordings, and other tools to facilitate CEP implementation. 

In addition, the FNS School Programs Policy Page includes all of our policy memos, Q&As, and other guidance materials, such as the CEP Manual. This is a great place to go to find up-to-date policy on the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs.



Questions? 
 

http://www.fns.usda.gov 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you again for your participation in today’s webinar, and for your interest in CEP!
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